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         22 June 2020   
       
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
KPS Update 
 
Last week I wrote to you and shared that I was hopeful for some updated guidance from the 
Government at the end of the week regarding the summer holidays and September. 
Unfortunately, the updated information didn't come as hoped and so I am still not able to 
clarify plans for the summer holidays or the start of the new academic year in September. 
What was shared towards the end of last week was lots of information regarding the catching 
up that children will need to do and the Government's plan to use private tutors and 
university graduates as learning coaches to do this. 
 
As always, children at KPS will be welcomed back to school as soon as it is safe to do so. They 
will have their emotional, learning and social skills focused on by the outstanding staff here in 
school and we will establish how best to support each child as the new school year starts. I am 
really mindful of how the press will be raising anxieties of parents/carers and children by the 
regular use of the phrase 'catch up'. There is strong evidence, at this school, that the 
engagement with learning at home during the lock-down has been amazing and many 
children and families have flourished. For those children who have not found the situation as 
positive, the staff here in school will put everything in place to get them back on track with all 
aspects of their education in a kind, caring and appropriate manner. 
 
There is also lots of evidence, here at KPS, of children returning to school, after a long 
absence, and settling in within minutes despite all of the social distancing measures we have 
had to put in place. The children are all really happy in school and have adapted so quickly to 
the way we are currently having to operate. Staff are regularly sharing to me that the children 
are also finding their feet with their learning and life back in school and that they, and their 
parents/carers, are really happy with how they are doing and feeling. 
 
Classes for next year  
 
In a more normal school year, I would have been looking to revisit the class groupings across 
the school and most likely making some changes to ensure the classes are balanced in all 
ways. Due to the academic year being impacted upon since March, I feel that changing classes 
around this year would be a mistake. Keeping the classes as they are means that the transition 
conversations need only involve the current class teacher and new class teacher. I also feel 
that the children had just over half a year to interact with their current class mates and 
knowing exactly who their class mates will be in September will be a huge advantage. I 
appreciate that this may not be every parent/carers first choice but, as a school, we have 
decided on this as the best way forward for the children and staff for this academic year. 
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We will be notify parents/carers/children via a letter in the coming days of their class teacher 
for next year. In school, we are looking at how we can offer some transition activities with 
children and their new class teacher. Sadly, this year will be different to any before with 
regards to this but, I can assure you that the children will be very well looked after and made 
to feel ready and at ease regarding their new classes.  
 
As always, I will continue to keep you updated as new information comes in to school and 
share with you how it will be implemented here at KPS. In the meantime, please don't forget 
we are in school and here to answer any questions you may have.  
 
Best wishes,  
 
 
Mr J Lumber  
Headteacher  
Kingsleigh Primary School  
 

 


