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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Welcome to the new half-term and update 
We just wanted to take the opportunity to welcome you all back to school for the second part of the autumn 
term. During the half term break, there have been many changes, nationally and globally, and I am sure everyone 
has been watching and reading the news this weekend to try and gain clarity and a greater understanding of the 
government's plans for the second national lockdown which starts 12.01am on Thursday.  
 
I know many of you may have questions about what this means for schools and with the Prime Minister being 
clear that all schools remain open, you may have your own personal concerns or views. At this stage, I really want 
to make it clear in that, as a school, profession and leadership team we have no further information about how 
the government's plans will impact schools in any way. From previous experiences, I would expect the 
Department of Education to be in the process of reviewing the guidance for schools currently in place and then 
publishing it at some point before Thursday. We will continue to work in the same way as before, in that until the 
published government guidance changes, we will continue to work and operate the school exactly as we did 
before half-term and as soon as we receive any revised guidance, we will process it as an SLT, communicate to 
staff and then to you as parents/carers of the school.  
 
Maintaining this approach has served us well to date and gives continual clarity and transparency to all. We 
won't get bogged down in politics or speculation and will remain focused on your children and respond 
accordingly when and if required. 
To support us this week, please can I ask the following: 

 Continue to report any absences from school in the same ways as before half term. Attendance at school 
is expected and reasons for absence must be communicated to the school. 

 If you have any questions or concerns please can I ask that you email them to 
office@kingsleighprimary.co.uk - This has been a really useful way of us being able to respond to 
questions as we can consider them with care, respond appropriately and follow up where needed. It isn't 
an attempt for us to become less personal it just really helps manage the volume of questions we are 
understandably receiving at times like this. 

 Continue to respect all of our social distancing requests on school pick up and drop off - this 
particularly includes maintaining a safe distance from the adults in classrooms and only bringing 
one adult and no older siblings onto the site for drop off/collection. 

 Other than these polite requests, please just continue to be the amazing and supportive parent 
community you have always been. We genuinely mean that as we both know how confusing, stressful 
and concerning these times are in all parts of daily life. Despite these difficult times, we are both 
overwhelmed by the daily positivity we encounter, the positive feedback and the relaxed atmosphere 
across the school site at all times for which you as parents/carers play a huge role in - thank you. 

We will look forward to seeing all of your children back in school tomorrow. Our Inset day today will be focused 
on Maths and looking at ways to improve the quality of maths teaching and learning across the whole school; 
time well spent. We will also be sharing with you, as soon as possible, ways in which we will be looking to bring 
memorable moments to your children's time in school outside of the curriculum and in line with all the guidance 
expectations. This will of course include how will be bringing festive cheer to the school community as we near 
the latter part of the term. It may all be changing around us continually but, learning, fun, happiness and 
enjoyment in school are more important than ever in our opinion.  
Thank you in advance for your support and best wishes to you all for this forthcoming week and onwards.  
 
Mr J Lumber and Mrs Tarchetti  
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