Kingsleigh Times 15th October 2021

Message from Mr Maguire & Mrs Chalk

Dear Families,
We are back with another Kingsleigh Times newsletter! We have had another successful few weeks
in school with lots of exciting learning going on across the school. History writing has been at its best
this week with Year 3 showing great aspiration when writing their double page spreads on Stoneage,
Bronze age and Iron age. In Year 5 and 6, children’s work has been celebrated with life size posters
being created and displayed across the school. These future writers can be seen on our school
website and in class blogs, so please have a look.
Year 6 have set a high standard by reading their incredible speeches to the local mayor, Councillor
David Kelsey. Their powerful writing brought the mayor to tears and is now keen to visit our school
in person.
The buzz and positive atmosphere of the school is spreading with visitor tours increasing and
teachers and headteachers from across Bournemouth coming to see how great the children are!

We continue to improve reading opportunities and develop children’s love of reading. We have
recently developed new library areas and invested in over £10,000 worth of books for children to
take home. These will be in classrooms for children to take home very soon! As reading in school and
at home is crucial to a child’s development, we are improving our rewards for children who are 5*
readers. On Monday, children will be given their new bookmark to attempt to complete. When
completed, the children will achieve a special Kingsleigh reading pin badge.
Children in Years 1 and 2 have been enjoying the new play equipment that arrived this week and
have loved the new toys and games. It was great seeing them being healthy and playing sensibly
together.
Keep up all the hard work, we look forward to seeing what learning can amaze us next.
Have a great weekend.
Mr Maguire and Mrs Chalk

Parent Phone Consultations

This term we will be again holding our parent consultations over the phone, in the same way as last
academic year. Your child’s teacher will phone you at your booked time on the number we hold in the
office, so please make sure these are up to date.
This is open to all parents/carers of pupils from Reception to Year 6. There will be two sessions per
class; you only need to book on one evening. This is a fantastic opportunity for us to work in
partnership with you to help your child achieve the best they can in school.
We will be using Parent Mail to arrange appointment and you can book a time via the app. The slots
are set for 10 minutes per pupil and we would ask you to keep to these times so that teachers can
speak to all parents at their allocated time. If you feel this is not enough time to discuss your
concerns you are welcome to arrange another time to talk with your child’s teacher after 18th
November 2021.
These meetings are one of the most important events in the school calendar as we believe that it is
only by working together that we can secure the best education possible for your child.

No Nuts School!

As we have some children and staff in school who suffer from severe nut allergies. Please could I take
this opportunity to remind everyone that our school endeavours to have a “No Nuts Policy”. This
means that the following items (or similar) should not be bought into school:

•
•
•
•

Peanut butter sandwiches

Nutella/ Chocolate Spread sandwiches

Fruit and cereal bars that contain nuts ie tracker bars
•

•

Packs of nuts

Chocolate bars or sweets that contain nuts

Sesame seed rolls (children allergic to nuts may also have a severe reaction to sesame)
•

Cakes made with nuts

Thank you in advance for your understanding, and keeping everyone safe.

Morning drop off procedure

In the mornings, we ask that you pass any messages to the designated adult on the playground. The
designated staff member will be wearing a high visibility jacket and will record your
question/message in a notebook and pass it on to the relevant staff member.
Teachers start teaching your children from 8.40am and so they are not available for conversations at
this point. They are not being rude or not wanting to speak to families but I have asked them to focus
on the children's learning at this time and ensure the day starts with focus and purpose and positive,
calm atmosphere. Please do not try to get their attention through the classroom doors as it disturb s
the class who will already be learning. If you have more significant concerns, you can email the
school office and again your question/concern will be passed on.
We would like to encourage children to be as independent as possible in the mornings and so we
encourage families to allow their children to go to class in the morning on their own, once they have
entered the school site. Parents/carers can monitor their safe arrival from a distance if they are
anxious of their child arriving safely.
We really value the morning drop off times as excellent learning time and a chance to help
individuals for a variety of reasons. Please help us make this time of the day really purposeful by
respecting this request and trusting our systems.
Thank you for your continued support.

School Photographer

The school photographer will be here on Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd November for individual
photos.
More details on which year groups will be on which days to follow.
Please note that class photographs will take place later in the school year.

FIVE WAYS TO WELLBEING

CONNECT
Good relationships are important for your mental wellbeing as they can help you to build a sense of
belonging and self-worth, give you an opportunity to share positive experiences, provide emotional
support and allow you to support others.
With this in mind, try to do something different today and make a connection:

•

Take time to be with your family and friends

•

Try switching of the TV and play a game with your family
•

Talk to someone instead of sending an email
•

•

Speak to someone new

Put five minutes aside to find out how someone really is.

Pre-School Fund Raiser

Pre-school will be holding a sponsored event to raise money to purchase a ‘little library box’ for their
garden.
Listening to, and enjoying a range of stories is an essential experience for young children in order for
them to develop a love of books and reading.
Life can be very busy and getting to the local libraries can sometimes be a challenge. This is why we
would like to have our own preschool library where you can choose a book each week to take home
and enjoy together.
As the library will be in the garden, drop off and pick up times will be the ideal time to choose a book
together to read at home.
Alphabet Hunt
During the half term holiday we would like the children to embark on an alphabet hunt. They need
to find objects that begin with each letter of the alphabet. We know the letter x will be hard so you
can find an object that ends in an x!

The objects can be found anywhere! You might like go hunting around your house: apron,
bed, cooker. You might like to hunt when you are out and about, at the beach, a forest or your
garden: dogs, evergreen tree, fir cone. You can write, draw or take a photograph of all the things you
find.
We would like the children to collect sponsors, who might like to sponsor per letter or for
completing all 26 letters.
We really hope the children enjoy the hunt and there might even be a spooky theme as it will be
very close to Halloween!
Once the challenge is completed, please bring the collected sponsorship money to preschool by
Monday 29th November.
The children of preschool will bring home a sponsorship form during the week beginning
18th October 2021.
Thank you for your support with our funding raising event and happy hunting!

'Reading at Kingsleigh'

This will begin after half term where children will receive a reading token to put in the year group
tubes if they are a 5* reader. At the end of each half term, the winning year group w ill receive a
reward. There will be two competitions, splitting EYFS/KS1 and KS2.
NEW BOOKMARKS and REWARDS
After a recent year leaders meeting, it was discussed that the current, inconsistent bookmark system
did not reflect the children's effort with regards to reading at home. Due to this, we are going to
make some changes that will be introduced after this half term. Below are some key facts.
•

We have designed 4 new bookmarks with 8 empty boxes. (Picture above)

•

A child will receive one stamp/sticker if they are a 5* reader each week

•

Once they have completed the bookmark, they will earn a reward!

•

Rewards will be reading related pin badges. (Picture above)

•

Bookmarks and pin badges will be given out in order with the children attempting to collect
all 4 bookmarks and pin badges within an academic year.

We hope that these adjustments will continue the buzz of reading that is clearly felt across the
school.

Year 6 secondary transfer and Year R intake 2022

Weekly Zoom Storytime - Thursdays at 4.30pm

As you may already know, reading is a big focus of the school this year and this term particularly.
With reading being an essential life skill, we are working hard to ensure all children are reading
regularly, have access to high quality and engaging books/stories in school and at home. We know
that reading aloud to the children is a really powerful way for them to learn stories that they may
not be able to read just yet and independently. We also know that reading stories at home can be
tricky sometimes and also put adults out of their comfort zone so it may prove useful to families to
get ideas and build confidence when reading aloud to children.
To help support the story sharing adventure at home, we would like to invite you and your children
to a weekly story time on zoom with myself and other guest readers! These will be held each
Thursday from 4.30pm for approximately 20 minutes. I hoped that this time would be convenient
and that as many children from Pre-school to Year 2 can join us each week. Older siblings are
welcome to listen in if they wanted to as are your household pets and younger siblings! The more
the merrier.
If you would like to join the joining details are below and these will be the same for every Thursdays'
story. All I ask is that you put your child's name as the name displayed on your Zoom screen and
that all cameras are on and mics remain muted.
Please check your ParentMail for the Zoom link.

Year 6

Extra Bank Holiday to mark The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022

The May Bank Holiday Weekend will be moved to Thursday 2 June and an additional Bank Holiday on
Friday 3 June will see a four-day weekend to celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee the first time any British monarch has reached this historic milestone.
As this public bank holiday falls within our May half term week, the Government have given all
schools an extra day off, either on Tuesday 3rd May 2022, or the last day of the Summer Term. We
have chosen to take Tuesday 3rd May as our additional day.

Perfecting Place value

Over the past 2 weeks Year 4 have been working extremely hard to recap place value of 3 digit
numbers. We have enjoyed working practically and investigating different numbers- looking at how
many hundreds, tens and ones each number has and the relationship between them.

The children used a wide range of resources including place value counters, arrow cards and dienes.
They were able to represent each number and identify the digit in each place value column as well
as recognising the value of each digit.
The children then went on to look at how we write each number in words. As a class, we created a
class word bank, verbally read numbers and discussed how we group them into their place value
families.

Recently, we have started to introduce thousands. We have looked at the importance of place
holders, why they are used and how place value is key to help you read a number. We found it tricky
to represent numbers in different ways but we didn’t give up and succeeded by being aspirational.

Year 3’s Autumn Project

Year 3 have made a fantastic start to this term’s project. Throughout the coming weeks we will be
considering the whole-school enquiry question of How Do I Connect to My World? By thinking about
the progression of human beings from the Stone Age until the current day. We have been reading
the story Stone Age Boy and came in from playtime to find the classroom ready to do some cave
paintings!

Our English lessons have focussed on the understanding the story and vocabulary used in Stone Age
boy, and then learning a shortened version of the story through a text map. We have been
sequencing the text map, writing different sections and thinking about how we can summarise what
happens in each paragraph.

During our project time, we have been thinking about the chronology of important periods of time.
We made a large scale timeline outside to show how long a go the Stone Age was.

We have also been learning about how life changed for prehistoric people during the Stone Age
period.

We are recording a lot of our whole-class project work within our class project book. We used our
cave paintings and photos of our learning to produce our first page.

We are looking forward to learning about the changes that came with the Bronze and Iron Age in the
coming weeks!

Year 1 and the weather!

In Year 1 we have been observing and identifying different kinds of weather. We went outside and
talked about what the weather was like and the children told us how they knew. The children knew

that it was warm because it was sunny and there was no wind. We then thought about other types
of weather and talked about which was our favourite and why!

Next, we linked vocabulary for different weather conditions to a selection of pictures.

Finally, we worked in groups to sort a selection of clothing to the correct weather condition. We
were very good at sharing the pictures and talking about where they should go and why!

Next week we are looking forward to making our own weather measuring tools!

Term Dates

Autumn Term 2021
Thursday 2 September to Friday 17 December 2021
Half term: Monday 25 to Friday 29 October 2021
Staff Inset Days:
Monday 1 November 2021
Christmas Holiday: Monday 20 December to Monday 3 January 2022
Staff Inset Days:
Tuesday 4 January 2022

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4 January to Friday 8 April 2022
Half Term: Monday 21 to Friday 25 February 2022

Easter Holiday: Monday 11 April to Friday 22 April 2022

Summer Term 2022
Monday 25 April to Friday 22 July 2022
Half Term: Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June 2022
Staff Inset Days:
Monday 6 June 2022
Summer Holidays: from Monday 25 July 2022

Bank and Public holidays 2021-2022
Christmas Day: 27 December
Boxing Day: 28 December
New Year’s Day: 3 January
Good Friday: 15 April
Easter Monday: 18 April
May Day holiday: 2 May
Extra DFE holiday day given to schools: 3 May
Spring bank holiday: 2 & 3 June 2022 (Her Majesty The Queen’s 70th anniversary)
Summer bank holiday: 29 August 2022

AskMe@

This section is just for you, the families of our fabulous school. We would like to give you the
opportunity to ask us a question. We are here to help and want to give you as many ways of
communicating as we can. Is there a question that you feel would hel p other parents/carers? Is
there something that you need to know? We have created an email address for this purpose only.
We will endeavour to answer as many questions as we can bi weekly on the last section of the
Kingsleigh Times.
So please, Email AskMe@
*Please note that this is not a way of contacting the school with anything other than a general
question for the Kingsleigh Times. Emails will not be forwarded on and no actions will be taken.

Questions...

Hi, I was just wandering if the children will be producing a school play for parents to come and watch
this year? Many thanks Sarah

There will certainly be some Christmas celebrations, but the details of what these will be are yet to
be confirmed. We will update everyone as soon as the final plans have been decided after half term.

