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5th November 2021
Dear Families,
We are back with another Kingsleigh Times newsletter! We hope you all had a fun filled half term
and are ready for the term ahead. It has been an incredible first week back to school after the half
term. The children have returned happy, smart and ready to learn. Lots of exciting learning has been
happening across the school this week.
Year 5 are very excited as a new group of children have started swimming this week. We have
celebrated a lot of children who completed their swimming before half term and how well they have
represented the school and the progress they have made. Reception have had some very exciting
visitors this week. Tortoises made an appearance which caused a lot of excitement in the year group.
It was lovely to see the children learning about them and being so respectful. Year 3 have launched
their project on Romans and have learnt about Roman soldiers. This will lead on to some very
exciting learning about Boudicca next week.
The excitement of reading continues to develop and some children in the school have received their
first reading pin badge. These were celebrated in Year 3 and we can't wait to deliver more next week
as the 5 star reading continues to blossom across the school.

We have continued to improve playtime experiences for children with new resources and zones
being introduced for KS1 and KS2 children. Our amazing sports ambassadors are trained and ready
to put on fun and exciting sessions every day and lunchtime.
Thank you for all of your continued support and we hope you have a relaxing and enjoyable
weekend.
Mr Maguire and Mrs Chalk

Meet the KPS Junior Leadership Squad 2021-2022

The pictured eight children ran, and won a successful election campaign and their place in this year's
Junior Leadership Squad (JLS). The JLS is a newly formed group of eight children from Key Stage 2
(two children per year group) who will work alongside Mr Lumber, Mrs Tarchetti, Mr Maguire, Mrs
Chalk and other staff to help ensure that decision impacting on the school population are made with
a strong 'pupil voice'. We feel very strongly, that where possible, we involve our pupils in matters
that impact on them and I really value hearing their ideas and thoughts. The JLS replaces the schools
previous 'School Council' as we look to refresh the approach and re-launch this collaborative work
and decision making between adults and children, after the Covid-19 interruptions.
Being selected is a very big achievement and has come about after the candidates all shared their
speeches to their class, then to the whole year group! At this point all children in the year group
voted for their preferred choice. The standard of speeches was high as was the public speaking
involved. In time the children will be receiving a new school tie that identifies them as a member of
the JLS.
JLS will be meeting as a group shortly and in that meeting we will explain their new roles in more
detail and task them with their first decision - choosing new play trail equipment to install on the KS2
playground. With a budget of approx. £5000 it should provide them with a really exciting
introduction into school leadership, decision making and budget management. I am sure we as
adults, will learn lots from them.

Celebrating children's work around school

Year 6 trip to the tank museum and Tyneham Village!

In preparation for our World War II project work next term, Year 6 visited The Tank Museum,
followed by a trip to Tyneham village.
At the tank museum, we explored the different tanks and learnt about how they were used in the
war, including how they crossed the water. We explored the trenches from World War I and looked
around the model houses and shops and considered how people would have lived during the war.

We then drove to Tyneham village, where we learnt about its history and how it was evacuated
during the war for military training. We were sad to find out that the villagers were never allowed to
move back. We explored the old school, church and other buildings.

We had an amazing day!

Parent phone consultations
This term we will be again holding our parent consultations over the phone, in the same way as last
academic year. Your child’s teacher will phone you at your booked time on the number we hold in
the office, so please make sure these are up to date.
This is open to all parents/carers of pupils from Reception to Year 6. There will be two sessions per
class; you only need to book on one evening. This is a fantastic opportunity for us to work in
partnership with you to help your child achieve the best they can in school.
We will be using Parent Mail to arrange appointment and you can book a time via the app. The slots
are set for 10 minutes per pupil and we would ask you to keep to these times so that teachers can
speak to all parents at their allocated time. If you feel this is not enough time to discuss your
concerns you are welcome to arrange another time to talk with your child’s teacher after 18th
November 2021.
These meetings are one of the most important events in the school calendar as we believe that it is
only by working together that we can secure the best education possible for your child.

School Photographs

The school photographer will be here on Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd November for individual
photos.
More details on which year groups will be on which days to follow.
Please note that class photographs will take place later in the school year.

Reception Intake 2022

Online Safety

Online Gaming:
Gaming is loved and enjoyed by children and adults across the world. It can be a way for children to
be social, learn new skills, develop team work and relax. However, gaming also comes with risks for
children. It can be difficult to keep up with the latest games and how they work.
Here are some top tips for parents:
•

Talk with your child about gaming – find out what they like, what is the content of those
games? You can use the NSPCC’s ‘Net Aware’ to search for apps and games to find out more
about them and how safe they are.

•

Consider PEGI ratings and the appropriateness of content for your child.

•

Learn together – look for online resources to teach your child about safer online gaming for
all ages. ‘Think u know’ has some fantastic ideas.

•

Set boundaries and safety settings – ‘Internet Matters’ to put safety settings in place,
providing step-by-step guides for each console or device.

•

Spend time setting these up with your child and make sure they know how to block and
report on the games they are playing and make an agreement for their gaming.

•

Discussing in-game chat - Gaming is often a social activity for children and talking with
friends is part of their enjoyment. However, in-game chat can pose risks such as: chatting
with people they don’t know, inappropriate chat, requests to make chats private or offering
gifts/trades.

•

In-game gifts and trading – don’t attach your debit/credit card to your child’s gaming
account, purchase gift cards to limit spending or you can add extra permissions which you
will have to set up to monitor spending. Whilst not always the case, trades or gifts within
gaming can be used by child sex offenders to gain contact with a child. They may offer gifts
asking nothing in return, this can be part of the grooming process and can help to build a
close relationship with a young person. They may also try to use gifts as a way to persuade a
child to do something such as going on a webcam, taking photos or videos of themselves,
moving conversation to a different online platform or to an offline platform such as
messaging over phone.

If you need any more advice please click here for a link to a fantastic website to find out some more

Safer Internet Link
Road Safety

Walking near a road:
When walking near a road it is a good idea to •

hold your child's hand - don't let them run ahead

•

look out for and encourage your child to be aware of hidden entrances or driveways crossing
the pavement

•

make sure your child walks on the side of the pavement away from the traffic

It can be hard for motorists to see small children, especially when they are reversing, so take extra
care. Never let your child go near a road alone or even with an older child. Children are generally
not ready to cross roads on their own until they are at least eight years old - and many will not be
ready even then.
Crossing the road:
Teach your child about crossing the road, remember the following:
•

always set a good example by choosing a safe place to cross and explaining what you're
doing

•

let your child help you decide where and when it's safe to cross

•

tell your child that it's safest to cross at a pedestrian crossing or a crossing patrol

•

tell your child not to cross where they can't see far along the road

•

explain that they should not try to cross a road between parked cars; drivers won't be able
to see them very well and the cars might start moving

•

use the Green Cross Code with your child - explain that you have to stop at the kerb, then
look both ways and listen for traffic

•

when it's safe to cross, walk straight across the road and keep looking and listening out for
traffic

•

remind your children to concentrate - they may be easily distracted, forget what they have
been taught and dash out into the road

•

make sure that anyone else looking after your child follows the same road safety rules that
you do

Have a look here for more advice and tips to stay safe crossing the roads.
Road Safety Week Nationally 15th – 21st November
Theme – Road Safety Heroes

Guy Fawkes
Remember, Remember, the 5th of November, Gunpowder, Treason and Plot!

Over four hundred years after the Gunpowder plot, we still remember how Guy Fawkes and his
fellow plotters failed to blow up Parliament and kill King James I.
Bonfire night is celebrated every year on 5 November. Bonfires, fireworks and sparklers are lit in
parks and gardens all over the country.
Sometimes we even burn a dummy called a ‘Guy’ on the bonfire. This is supposed to represent Guy
Fawkes.
Since the Gunpowder Plot, whenever the King or Queen visits Parl iament, there is a tradition that
the royal bodyguards, called the Yeoman of the Guard, search beneath the Houses of Parliament for
any potential plotters hiding explosives.

Guy Fawkes was born in April 1570 in York, England. His parents were Protestants but during his
childhood Guy converted to Catholicism. When he was 21 he left England to join the Catholic
Spanish army, where he fought in the Eighty Years War. During his time in the Army he adopted the
Italian version of his name and became known as 'Guido'.

In 1594 he joined a group of fellow English Catholics, led by Robert Catesby, in a plot to blow up
the Houses of Parliament in order to kill King James I and his Government. Fawkes was responsible
for lighting the fuse to the barrels of gunpowder, which they hid under the Houses of Parliament.
Spoiler alert - The plot was unsuccessful and Guy was caught and punished, along with the other
conspirators. Guy Fawkes is remembered today because of the failed plot.

FIVE WAYS TO WELLBEING
BE ACTIVE
Being active is not only great for your physical health but evidence also shows that it can improve
your mental wellbeing by raising your self-esteem and helping you to set goals and achieving them.

Being active causes chemical changes in your brain which can help positively change your mood. Try
to find activities you enjoy; this could include playing sports or walking in nature.

No Nuts!
Being a Nut-Free School means that the following items must not be brought into school:
•

Packs of nuts

•

Peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches

•

Fruit and cereal bars that contain nuts

•

Chocolate bars or sweets that contain nuts

•

Sesame seed rolls (children allergic to nuts may also have a severe reaction to sesame)

•

Cakes made with nuts

•

Any home cooked meals for packed lunches that are made from nuts

Parents and carers must notify staff if their child has any known or suspected allergy to nuts and
provide all medical and necessary information. This will be added to your child’s database held at
school.
For any further information, please click on the link below.
•

Nut allergy information

Any other business.

Term Dates
Autumn Term 2021
Thursday 2 September to Friday 17 December 2021
Christmas Holiday: Monday 20 December to Monday 3 January 2022
Staff Inset Days:
Tuesday 4 January 2022

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4 January to Friday 8 April 2022
Half Term: Monday 21 to Friday 25 February 2022

Easter Holiday: Monday 11 April to Friday 22 April 2022

Summer Term 2022
Monday 25 April to Friday 22 July 2022
Half Term: Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June 2022
Staff Inset Days:
Monday 6 June 2022
Summer Holidays: from Monday 25 July 2022

Bank and Public holidays 2021-2022
Christmas Day: 27 December
Boxing Day: 28 December
New Year’s Day: 3 January
Good Friday: 15 April
Easter Monday: 18 April
May Day holiday: 2 May
Extra DFE holiday day given to schools: 3 May
Spring bank holiday: 2 & 3 June 2022 (Her Majesty The Queen’s 70th anniversary)
Summer bank holiday: 29 August 2022

AskMe@

This section is just for you, the families of our fabulous school. We would like to give you the
opportunity to ask us a question. We are here to help and want to give you as many ways of
communicating as we can. Is there a question that you feel would help other parents/carers? Is there
something that you need to know? We have created an email address for this purpose only. We will
endeavour to answer as many questions as we can bi weekly on the last section of the Kingsleigh
Times.
So please, Email AskMe@
*Please note that this is not a way of contacting the school with anything other than a general
question for the Kingsleigh Times. Emails will not be forwarded on and no actions will be taken.

