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STAY ALERT, STAY SAFE, STAY HAPPY
Dear Parents/Carers,
I would like to thank you all for your continued efforts at home, supporting your children with
their learning. I think the staff have started to get quite competitive with their creativity, when
creating YouTube videos for you all. I have really loved reading the letters that some of you
have written to your friends that you have missed at school.
It has also been great, as always, to see the home learning you are creating. Mrs Tarchetti has
loved the new pebbles that have been decorated for the front of the school. There is still some
space to fill so anymore that can be made would be great. It has been another fun-filled week
for the children in school. The lower school keyworker children have been upcycling the paper
lunch bags and have turned them into dragons. I couldn’t believe the effort that had gone into
them. They were brightly coloured, incredibly detailed and the children were so proud.
In Year 5, Coach James was leading sports activities in the Big Hall on a wet and windy day. The
girls were showing off their dance moves and have perfected some popular dance tracks. I’m
not sure the boys were as enthusiastic about this. As always, thank you for your on-going
support and I look forward to seeing your exciting learning over the forthcoming weeks both
at home and in school.
Take care and best wishes.
Mrs Chalk

DID YOU
KNOW?
Dinosaurs were definitely wiped out by an asteroid and not volcanoes,
according to the latest scientific research.
A huge asteroid smashing into the planet has often been given as the
reason behind the mass extinction of the dinosaurs, however some
scientists believed that years of volcanic eruptions may have been to blame.
Researchers from Imperial College London, the University of Bristol and
University College London say they have now shown that only an event on
the scale of an asteroid impact could have created conditions that made the
planet uninhabitable for dinosaurs.
Sixty-six million years ago an asteroid struck the Earth off the coast of
Mexico at the end of what was known as the Cretaceous period. The impact
was so huge that many creatures living near to where the asteroid hit
would've died instantly, while those living further away would have been
plunged into darkness as huge amounts of dust, dirt and gas were thrown
into the air. The dirt and dust kicked up into the air would have blocked out
the Sun for years and caused a permanent winter.
In the past, to work out whether an asteroid or volcanoes could cause a
climate change on a scale that wiped out the dinosaurs, scientists have used
a combination of really clever maths and rocks unearthed from the time
period. But in the new study, the scientists used the same methods and also
looked at environmental factors, such as rainfall and temperatures needed
for each species of dinosaur to thrive.They then worked out where these
conditions would still exist in a world after either an asteroid strike or loads
of volcanic eruptions, and found that only the asteroid strike could have
wiped out all of the dinosaur habitats across the world.
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THE JURASSIC
COAST
The Cretaceous Period
145 – 66 million years ago
The Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods make up the
Mesozoic Era, the age of giant reptiles and dinosaurs.
Key sites include The Jurassic Coast and Dinosaur Provincial
Park in Canada.
The Jurassic Coast is only 23 miles away from our school. You
can drive there or get the bus there very easily and go fossil
hunting yourself.
On the Jurassic Coast
The Cretaceous period is when many of the
most
famous
dinosaurs
lived,
like
Tyrannosaurus Rex, although we don’t find
their fossils on the Jurassic Coast.
The Jurassic Coast is one of the most
important sources of Jurassic reptile fossils
in the world, including ichthyosaurs,
plesiosaurs, giant pliosaurs and even a
unique dinosaur called Scelidosaurus.

JURASSIC
COAST
FOSSILS
Pliosaurs
Weighing up to 12 tons, Pliosaurs are a
short-necked form of plesiosaur, a
group of giant aquatic reptiles that
dominated
the
oceans
during
the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods.
They had immensely powerful jaws and
a huge set of razor-sharp teeth.

When dinosaurs ruled on land,
these reptiles prowled the
seas. Plesiosaurs inhabited the
seas from around 200 million
to 65 million years ago. They
were not dinosaurs, despite
living at the same time as
dinos.
It
is
thought
that plesiosaurs fed mainly on
fish, breathed air and laid their
eggs on beaches.

Scelidosaurus
Scelidosaurus
is
the
best
preserved and most complete
dinosaur found so far in Britain. It
has only been found at Charmouth
and nowhere else in the world.
It was a heavily armoured plant
eating dinosaur, which was related
to ankylosaurs and stegosaurs and
lived near the ancient shores of
what is now ‘England’.
Scientists think that a herd of
these dinosaurs were washed out
to sea and drowned.

DINOSAUR
BAKING
CHALLENGE
Ingredients
325g (11oz) plain flour, sifted, plus
extra for dusting
200g cold salted butter, cut into
cubes
125g golden caster sugar
1 vanilla pod, seeds scraped out
2 large free-range egg yolks
1-2 tbsp whole milk
A few plastic toy dinosaurs with
different-sized feet
red, yellow, green and orange
flavoured writing icing pens
1 free-range egg, beaten

Method
Put the flour and butter in a bowl and mix until it
resembles fine breadcrumbs. Or rub together into a
bowl and with your fingertips until it resembles fine
breadcrumbs.
Add the sugar, vanilla, egg yolks and milk. Mix again
until it just comes together.
Tip out onto a lightly floured surface and roll into a
cylinder. Wrap tightly with cling film and chill for 1
hour.
Preheat the oven to gas 6, 200°C, fan 180°C
Using a sharp knife, cut the dough into 1/2 cm discs
and arrange on 2 lined baking sheets.
Dip the dinosaur feet into plain flour, then press into
the top of each biscuit to make several foot prints on
each one.
Brush with the beaten egg and bake in the preheated
oven for 15-18 minutes, or until just golden.
Remove from the oven and transfer to a wire rack to
cool. While the biscuits are still warm, press the
dinosaur feet into the indents to make them more
distinct and leave to cool.
Fill in the imprints with different-coloured writing icing
and set aside until set.

Family
game of the
week
DINO RACE
‘Get the eggs to the Dinosaur nests’!
What you need:
One tennis rackets or similar per team
Lots of Dinosaur eggs (decorate tennis balls or small
plastic balls to make as many Dinosaur eggs as you
want)
What you need to do:
Create a course with a nest at one end
Divide everyone into two teams
Everyone must then run the race as a relay seeing
which team can get the most eggs into their nest in
the allotted time
Good luck, and may the best Dinosaur egg hunters win!

PAINTING
PEBBLES FOR
SCHOOL
We have invited all the children to find and
paint a pebble and then deliver it to outside
the school gate where it will be collected and
added to a whole school display.
The display will be outside so please make
sure that whatever you use to paint it with is
waterproof or put in a plastic bag so that
when we collect it we can varnish it. Nail
varnish works really well for this purpose!
The pebbles can be painted and decorated in
any way you choose and the more colourful
the better! There are lots of great ideas online!
We can't wait to see what you all come up
with.

Joke of the
week
What do you call a dinosaur with no eyes?

Doyouthinkysaraus

