Kingsleigh Times
4th February 2022

Dear families,
Here we are at the end of another busy fortnight and first of all, we want to say a massive thank you
for all the emails and comments of support that we have had in response to our letter about
managing the school and classes through this challenging time. We just wanted to say once more
how much this means to all staff as we continue to do all we can to do our very best for the children
and families in our school community.
It has been lovely to see this term's Geography learning getting off to a flying start across the school.
This week, we really enjoyed seeing the costumes in Reception for their Chinese New Year
celebrations. We all saw some truly awesome costumes and home learning from our younger classes
and it was a great example to the rest of the school. We even had a special Zoom appearance from a
rooster who was having to isolate with Covid! In Y2 the children have been learning all about the
countries that make up the UK and have been studying their flags and foods. Hop up to KS2 and the
Y3 children enjoyed their trip to Italy- the pizza making was certainly well received and it was great
to hear Italian opera wafting down the corridors as the children completed their learning.

A special mention has to go to the sports teams across the school and Coach James and Mr Bainton
have been bursting with pride around the school and rightly so. Our Y6 netball team competed and
demonstrated fantastic skills of Aspiration and Belonging and we were really proud of how they
supported each other as a team. Last week our indoor athletics team competed in the heats and
qualified for the final which they came second in on Tuesday. Well done to all the children who
challenged themselves and took part a great achievement!
As always, we have been working hard to promote reading and a love of books. We have just
received another order of new reading books for our younger readers and we are continuously
stocking our KS2 fiction libraries with new titles. We all love to hear about what the children are
reading and there is a real and genuine buzz about reading around the school. If your child is
reluctant to read at home, please do persevere with it (reading to them, with them, giving them
access to talking books that can be borrowed from the library etc) as it really is essential to so many
aspects of success in and out of school.
We look forward to the learning that is ahead over the next few weeks and please remember to
check out the website that it updated daily to share the work that we are doing in school.
Mrs Tarchetti
Deputy Head
Kingsleigh Primary School

Attendance update

As a school, we are continuously working hard to improve our pupils' attendance. Monitoring and
supporting children and families with good attendance will always be a priority for us, for the simple
reason that it has such an impact on children's attainment and progress but more importantly their
overall wellbeing.
The Government sets good attendance at 96% and above and as a school we are expected to uphold
this target and evidence how we are tackling poor attendance. This is the same in all schools. We
work proactively with all of our children to talk to them about what good attendance is and why it is
important, both now and for their futures. We also engage in more targeted support with ch ildren
that teachers identify where low attendance is impacting on their learning. All of this work focuses
on the positive and builds upon our value of Astro Aspiration.

Obviously, there are genuine times that children cannot come in to school and we te ach the children
how to recognise and accept these days as well. Covid isolation rules are obviously having a big
impact as well.

Often attendance percentages sound positive but the image below shows what even a small drop in
attendance can mean over a year.
Details of our attendance policy can be found on the school website 1 and we are always happy to
help support families with improving their child's attendance.

Meet our JLS and teacher!
Jessica
Year 3 J.L.S.

What is your favourite food?
Chicken fajitas and sweets
1 http://www.kingsleighprimary.co.uk/policies/attendance-policy/

What would you like to do when you grow up?
Be a singer or dancer

Where did you go on your last holiday?
Two years a go I went to Spain. In the Summer we went camping

Which sports team do you support?
None

Do you play an instrument?
No

Which sports did you play?
I go to dance classes

What’s your favourite Disney film?
Encanto

Cake or pie?
Cake!

What are your three favourite movies?
1. Encanto
2. Ice Age
3. Nativity

What’s your favourite book?
The Postman Book

If you could live in another country, where would that be?
Spain or Thailand

Tell us something that would surprise us about you!
I am obsessed with pandas

What is your favourite hobby?

Dancing

Which lessons do you enjoy the most?
Art and History

Mrs Tindall
3KT

What is your favourite food?
Cheese! I love all the different kinds, including blue cheeses and stinky cheeses!

What other jobs have you done?
I have worked as a waitress and in shops. One time I blew up balloons and seated children in a circus!

Where did you go on your last holiday?
To Weymouth

Which sports team do you support?
My family support the football team Tottenham but I don't really watch many sports, unless it is an
England football match.

Do you play an instrument?
No. I played recorder at primary school.

Which sports did you play as a child?
I loved sports as a child. I represented my school in athletics, netball and swimming.

What’s your favourite Disney film?
Beauty and the Beast although I have recently watched Encanto several times and love that too.

Cake or pie?
Tough question... depends on what kind of cake or pie! If it has cheese in, probably pie!

What are your three favourite movies?
I can't pick just 3! I watch lots of films. I like funny films and crime thrillers. Controversially, I am not
so keen on superhero/Marvel type films.

What’s your favourite children’s book?
I love Roald Dahl, and picture books like The Night Pirates.

If you could live in another country, where would that be?
New Zealand

Tell us something that would surprise us about you!
I have a bit of a phobia of sponges, I just hate how they look and feel!

What is your favourite hobby?
Going for walks at the beach or in the countryside.

Which lessons do you enjoy teaching the most?
English and History.

Rosa Louise McCauley
Parks

Born 4th February 1913!

Rosa, born February 4, 1913 – October 24, 2005, was an African-American civil rights activist. She
was called "the mother of the Modern-Day American civil rights movement" and "the mother of
the freedom movement."
Parks is best known for what she did in her home town of Montgomery, Alabama, on December 1,
1955. While she sat in a seat in the middle of the bus behind the 10 front seats that were saved for
white passengers, the bus driver told her to move to the back of the bus so a white passenger could
take the seat toward the front of the bus. During this time, when the seats reserved for white people
on a bus were full, black people were told to get up out of their seats. Parks refused to move. She was
a member of the local chapter of National Association for the Advancement of Coloured
People (NAACP). Like so many others, she was tired of being treated as a lower-class person because
of the colour of her skin.
Rosa was arrested. This led to the Montgomery bus boycott. The boycott lasted 381 days, and it
caused a change in the law. After that, black people were able to sit wherever they wanted to on a
bus. Her refusal to let others treat her differently was an important symbol in the campaign
against racial segregation.

Public health Dorset information

PHD would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to their new website page which
shows useful information for parents and education providers which you may find useful. The link
can be found here. 2

Celebrating our athletes last week
A huge well done to the Year 5/6 Athletics team who represented KPS on Tuesday 25th January, they
did AMAZINGLY and did us all at KPS proud!

2 https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/web/public-health-dorset/covid-19-schools-information

Here are just some of the photos of the amazing athletes who won their Y5/6 athletics competition
and will now be going to town finals this week.
We also want to give a huge shout out to Amy in Year 6, as she won our athlete of the day
competition. Amy showed fantastic resilience and never gave up.
Well done everyone!

1 - Amy 6RK

Celebrating our athletes this week
On Tuesday 1st February, the KPS athletics team competed against two other local schools in the
Bournemouth Schools Indoor Athletics finals.
Every child pictured below was incredible and gave their all in all of their events!
We are so proud to say we finished with 84 points with both the boys team and girls team getting 42
points each and overall came second meaning we are currently the second best school in
Bournemouth for indoor athletics!

Well done from everyone at KPS!

Safer internet day

Safer Internet Day 2022 is on Tuesday 8th February and will be celebrated with the theme,
‘All fun and games? Exploring respect and relationships online’.
At KPS we will be celebrating this in every year group and blogs will be available to see what the
children have done. We have collages, masks and raps to look forward to!
Safer Internet Day inspires a national conversation about using technology responsibly, respectfully,
critically, and creatively. Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre, the celebration sees
thousands of organisations get involved to promote the safe, responsible and positive use of digital
technology for children and young people.
Each year in the UK, Safer Internet Day explores a new issue or theme which is impacting the lives of
young people in the UK. For 2022 the Day celebrates young people’s role in creating a safer internet
and the ways they are shaping the interactive entertainment spaces they are a part of. The platforms
young people use are spaces for connection, community and collaboration, which is why the Day

challenges them to foster supportive relationships and respectful communities, whilst equipping
them with the skills they need to keep themselves and others safe in these spaces.
Speaking with young people is key to exploring their experiences on platforms where they can play
games, interact with their peers and others, and take part in ‘live’ experiences such as video
streaming. These platforms play such an important and positive role, providing young people with
the means to interact with friends and as a great pastime, particularly during lockdowns.
However, there are some emerging safety issues in these spaces as well as issues young people have
been navigating for some time; particularly the lack of respect individuals display towards each other,
groups ‘ganging up’ against other groups, and the sense that it is easy to ‘get away’ with negative
behaviour such as meanness, bullying and swearing. They speak about hate directed at part icular
groups, particularly LGBT+ users, and misogyny on gaming platforms. They tell us the apparent lack
of consequences for negative behaviour has an impact on their safety and wellbeing.
We need to address these issues so that all young people understand what constitutes respectful
behaviour online, and know what to do if they encounter hate or bullying directed at them or
someone else.

Growing Together is about growing emotionally and finding ways to help each other grow.
Challenges and setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and trying new things can help us to move
beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and potential. However, emotional growth
is often a gradual process that happens over time, and Parents and Carers play a crucial role in
supporting this.

How to make a worry box: a guide for parents

If your child often feels worried or anxious, and it’s upsetting them or making it difficult for them to
think about or do other things, you can try making a worry box together.
Worry boxes are containers into which children can post their anxious thoughts. Children can find
them soothing because they:
•

give them a physical way of getting rid of their worries, so they don’t need to carry them
around anymore

•

make them feel safer by holding their anxious thoughts for them

•

help them to understand that thoughts are just thoughts, not real things that happen in the
world, and that it’s possible to let them go

•

create a routine for sorting out their worries and sharing them with you

This guide is written for parents of primary-aged children. Children can find worry boxes soothing
because they give them a physical way of getting rid of their worries, so they don ’t need to carry
them around anymore.
What you'll need
•

any kind of box or container, such as an old shoe or tissue box, a wooden box, a jar or a
tupperware box

•

things to decorate the box with, such as pens, paints, glue, wrapping or tissue paper, stickers
or glitter

•

paper

•

a pen

•

if you have them, sellotape, scissors and string (but you can make the box without these.

Step 1: Explaining the worry box to your child
•

1.Let your child know that we all worry sometimes, but that when our heads get too full of
worries it can make it difficult to do or think about other things.

•

2.Explain that you’re going to make a box where they can put their worries so they don’t
have to carry them around anymore. You might say that you’re going to give their worries to
a ‘worry box’, which can hold them so your child can let them go.

•

3.Reassure them that you’re going to make and use the worry box together. You’ll be with
them when they think about their worries, and you can help them talk them through.

Let your child know that we all worry sometimes, but that when our heads get too full of worries it
can make it difficult to do or think about other things.

Step 2: Making the worry box
1. Choose a box or container
2. Decorate the box
3. Label the box
4. Agree where to store the box
5. Prepare slips for your child to write their worries on
Agree where to store the box, asking your child if a particular place feels right for them. Avoid
keeping it in or next to their bedroom. Try to find somewhere that puts a bit of distance between
them and their worries.

Step 3: Using the worry box
1. Agree a time when you will use the worry box together
2. Get your child to write down their worries
3. Ask your child to share the worries with you
4. Leave the worries in the box
5. Close the box
6. Spend a few moments thinking about something positive

Some children might like making another box of positive thoughts, in which they can write down and
keep their happy things.
Remember that while the worry box can help your child to let go of some anxious thoughts, they
may still need to talk to you about their worries at other times. This is completely fine. Talking
through their worries can help to reduce their burden, and gives you an opportunity to reassure
them.
Often the thing that helps the most is simply knowing that you’ve got how they’re feeling and you
are alongside them – so keep talking together and stay curious about what their anxiety is like and
what else might help.
Talking through their worries can help to reduce their burden, and gives you an opportunity to
reassure them.

Chartwells

Due to the feedback received from schools stating that children are not enjoying the Chicken
Casserole dish, we have decided to replace this option for the remainder of this term.
The Main Chicken Casserole dish will be replaced with BBQ Chicken & Mash and the Vegetarian
option will change to Tomato & Veggie Balls & Mash. This change will apply from Tuesday 15th
February 2022.
Due to this change and to remain compliant, we have also had to change Week 3’s Thursday’s Main
option to Macaroni Cheese and the vegetarian option to BBQ Beans. This will apply from Thursday
10th February 2022.

The cut off for ordering food for after February half term is SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY!!

Storytime!

Throughout the Autumn term we hosted a Storytime on Zoom every Thursday at 4.30pm for
children and families in EYFS/KS1. This proved to be really popular and many families have joined
each week from home and many attended every week! Each week I will read a story alongside a
special guest/another teacher or two, live in the studio (my office)! It has been great fun reading the
stories and seeing the children and families enjoy them at home.
On many occasions we have been joined by older siblings/cousins/friends, who all seem to really
enjoy it and so it seems sensible to open up the invite to all children in the school. The stories will
be aimed primarily at the younger children but they will still engage our older pupils I promise. I will
also be seeking any Year 5/6 volunteers to read aloud and live on Zoom from the comfort of their
home to make it an even collaborative event.
If you would like your child to join then simply use the log in details below an d we look forward to
seeing lots of you live on Zoom, this Thursday at 4.30pm. This week I will be joined live in the studio
by Mrs Weller (Year 3 teacher) and one half of everyone's favourite PE team, Mr Bainton (he is a big
fan of Storytime)!
Topic: KS1 and KS2 Storytime
Time: 4.30pm every Thursday
Meeting ID: 883 2526 6201
Passcode: story
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88325266201?pwd=MGc5V1ZiZUdrR1ZxeFd0aVE4ZThsdz09
It has been great fun seeing the children at home, cosy on the sofa, in cosy dens and with members
of their family enjoying the stories/doing jobs in the background! It will be amazing to see many
more families join us this Thursday and onwards.
Tune in!

A Hooting Time!

Reception were really lucky to have a visit from Liberty’s Reptile and Raptor Centre this week.

After reading ‘Owl Babies’, we were really excited to be introduced to three owls in real life. We met
Bramble, Frodo and Franklin.

We listened really carefully and asked lots of questions. We learnt about what they ate, what time
them went hunting and if owls do in fact turn their heads all the way around!

We were amazed to learn that the colour of the owl’s eyes shows us when the owls are active.
Bramble has black eyes and comes out at night. Frodo has orange eyes and comes out at dusk, whilst
Franklin has yellow eyes and hunts during the day.

We also leant that owls have wonky ears to make them better at hearing. Their right ear is higher
than their left.

Owls also cant move their eyes without moving their heads. We can see our toes by moving our eyes
but owls can’t do this. We tested it out just to make sure.
We can’t wait to learn more about owls next week and impress everyone with our fact writing.

We all have a favourite owl – which owl is your favourite?

Viva l’Italia Day

Year 3 have been enjoying a special Italian day at school. We have been learning about Italian
culture and geography through lots of fun activities. The children were invited to wear red, white
and green, the colours of the Italian flag.

We learnt about famous Italian artists such as Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci. We created our
own artwork inspired by the Ona Lisa.

We had a zoom assembly with special Italian correspondents Mrs Poll and Mrs Peden who both have
connections to Italy. They told us about their experiences and taught us some Italian.

We learned about traditional Italian music and dancing.

And of course, we made (and ate!) pizza.

We will continue our learning about Italy over the next few weeks, and making comparisons
between Italy and the UK. We look forward to sharing more of our learning soon.
Ciao for now!

Having an ‘ice’ time!

27th January 2022
Foundation
The recent cold weather has given preschool children the opportunity to explore ice. We have been
exploring materials, naming them and describing how they feel. The ice was a great chance to think
about how some materials change.

The children explored the ice and the conversation started with how cold it felt! The children used
lots of words to describe this including cold, freezing and icy. They were determined to break the ice
and used anything they could find to do this! We then started to notice how the ice was changing.

The children saw there was water in the tray and we wondered what was happening: ‘It’s melting’
‘The sun is melting it’. After a while of breaking the ice, the children then used water paints to mark
make with the ice! They painted on the ice blocks and used the water to paint on the tray. Who
knew there were so many learning opportunities with ice!

BCP February Half Term

2 - Please note, the links do not work in this format - please email shortbreaks@bcpcouncil.gov.uk3 if you have nay
questions or want to book.

Textile Bin
Don't forget, the textile bin is at the front of school, please take advantage of it!

3 mailto:shortbreaks@bcpcouncil.gov.uk

Any other business

askme@
This section is just for you, the families of our fabulous school. We would like to give you the
opportunity to ask us a question. We are here to help and want to give you as many ways of
communicating as we can. Is there a question that you feel would hel p other parents/carers? Is
there something that you need to know? We have created an email address for this purpose only.
We will endeavour to answer as many questions as we can bi weekly on the last section of the
Kingsleigh Times.

So please, Email AskMe@4
*Please note that this is not a way of contacting the school with anything other than a general
question for the Kingsleigh Times. Emails will not be forwarded on and no actions will be taken.

4 mailto:askme@kingsleighprimary.co.uk

